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There was needed only an awakening of the intellect suffi,
cient to cast off its fetters, in order to bring back this spirit
of the past into real pulsating life.
The awakening appeared first in the great humanist
Petrarch (1304-1374), He seems to have embodied the
very spirit of the Renaissance. He completely repudiated
the "otherworldly" ideal of medievalism, and was keenly
aware of the beauties and joys of this life. He did not
hesitate to attack the most hoary of traditions, nor to
rely upon observation, investigation, and reason. He
likewise felt a kinship with the thinkers and writers of the
classic age, and held that their works must be recovered
before their spirit could be continued. In his enthusiasm
for the Roman classics, he devoted himself during ex-
tensive travels to collecting manuscripts of the old Latin
writers, which previously had been widely scattered, and
endeavored to repair the ravages of time upon them.
Petrarch also wrote a number of Latin works himself
and endeavored to inspire everyone he met with a desire
to gather and study the works of the classic authors.
After he had been crowned poet laureate by the University
of Rome in 1341, he spent most of his time spreading the
humanistic spirit. Of the younger scholars and literary
men influenced by him probably the most noted was
Boccaccio (1313-1375). Through Petrarch this youthful
poet developed a perfect passion for the ancient writers,
and searched out, preserved, and copied as many manu-
scripts as possible.
With all this revival of Latin literature by the coterie of
Petrarch, for some time there was little done with the
Greek. That language had almost disappeared in Europe,
and the greatest Greek authors were known only through
Latin translations. But a knowledge of the Greek